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Galway Declaration
Developing entrepreneurship in coastal cities and regions
while respecting their cultures, traditions and languages

14 September 2026

The European Alliance (EA) Group in the European Committee of the Regions, at its extraordinary meeting in Galway (Ireland) on 14 September 2026, reaffirmed its commitment to supporting regional and local entrepreneurship in coastal cities and regions, while respecting their cultures, traditions and languages. Therefore, the European Alliance Group:

Entrepreneurship

1. underlines the unique character of coastal cities and regions and supports a holistic approach to these as dynamic but vulnerable territories whose economic potential stems from ports, fisheries and aquaculture, maritime industries, sustainable tourism, creative sectors and emerging blue‑economy activities, and which are characterised by their often distinctive cultures, traditions and languages;

2. recognises that coastal territories face place‑based risks such as climate change, demographic pressure and seasonality, and the need to safeguard cultural and linguistic heritage;

3. emphasises that entrepreneurship in coastal areas requires targeted, place‑based strategies reflecting the geographic, economic and cultural specificities of these areas; calls for territorial impact assessments to guide policy design;

4. calls for reinforced support for SMEs, micro‑enterprises, family businesses, fisheries‑related enterprises, aquaculture producers and social‑economy actors; reiterates the need for administrative simplification, better access to finance and stronger local value chains;

5. underlines the need to ensure long‑term competitiveness through investment in innovation, digitalisation, skills development, vocational training and sustainable business models adapted to climate challenges, seasonality, global competition and the transition to a low‑carbon economy;

6. encourages further diversification of coastal economies beyond seasonal tourism, including through sustainable fisheries and aquaculture, the blue economy, renewable energy, cultural and creative industries and the circular economy;EN
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Culture, traditions and languages as drivers of entrepreneurship

7. reaffirms that Europe’s cultural and linguistic diversity is a fundamental asset and a source of innovation, creativity and economic value; highlights that coastal regions possess strong cultural identities shaped by their maritime history and cultural and linguistic traditions;

8. stresses that coastal cultural heritage drives identity‑based economic development, strengthening territorial branding, attracting visitors, supporting creative industries and reinforcing community resilience, while also contributing to sustainable tourism and enriching Europe’s cultural diversity;

Resilience and sustainability

9. highlights that coastal regions are on the frontline of climate change and require targeted support for adaptation, coastal protection and climate‑resilient infrastructure; notes that rising sea levels, extreme weather events and biodiversity loss threaten both livelihoods and cultural identity;

10. notes the Commission’s OceanEye Initiative as a tool to improve ocean observation, monitoring and data collection, enabling evidence‑based policymaking for climate adaptation, fisheries management and coastal resilience;

11. welcomes the recently adopted EU strategy for coastal communities, recognising its potential to strengthen sustainable fisheries and aquaculture, improve coastal resilience, support diversified blue‑economy opportunities and ensure targeted, place‑based support for coastal regions;

12. calls for policies addressing demographic challenges and improving essential living conditions for sustainable entrepreneurship, in particular by ensuring access to skilled workers, quality public services, affordable housing and transport;

13. reaffirms that balanced and sustainable territorial development requires strong multilevel governance and the meaningful involvement of local and regional authorities in designing and implementing EU programmes affecting coastal areas, in line with active subsidiarity;

14. calls for enhanced cooperation between coastal cities, rural and metropolitan hinterlands and island communities to ensure integrated development and avoid widening territorial disparities;

15. instructs its president to forward this declaration to the president of the European Committee of the Regions, the European Commission, the European Parliament and the Council of the European Union.
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